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To: Mayor and Council 

Fr: City Manager Bill Bridgeo 

Da: May 24, 2021 

Re: Weekly Administrative Report 

 

Meetings: 

The Planning Board will meet on Tuesday, May 25, 2021 at 7:00 via Zoom.  A link can be found 

on the City’s website at augustamaine.gov 

The Ad Hoc Martha Ballard Statue Committee will meet at the Mill Park Pavilion at 1 Water 

Street on Wednesday, May 26th at 5:00 P.M. 

There will be a City Council Business Meeting beginning at 6:30 P.M. on Thursday, May 27, 

2021 in-person in Council Chambers. An agenda is in your Council Packet.  

City of Augusta administrative offices will be closed for the Memorial Day holiday next week on 

Monday, May 31st, I hope you have a safe and happy holiday weekend. 

Other Items: 

Although Council has tabled further consideration of the possible disposition of the Cony Pride 

building for sixty days, it seems clear to me that the preferred option for the City is to accept the 

unconditional proposal from Richard Beaudoin to acquire the building for a $10,000 sale price 

and move on (as the other offer is contingent on complicated historic tax credit contingencies 

and would have us sell for a dollar). I would include in any sales agreement a reversion clause 

should the new owner fail to proceed in a timely manner. The deal would also need to address 

property boundary issues with abutters Paul Carrier and Liz Soares. If you express support for 

this action this week, I will draft an order for next week’s business meeting. 

The construction project to expand the Williams Park skate park is ready to break ground. See 

the enclosed memorandum from interim Community Services Director Earl Kingsbury for detail. 

The planned pedestrian walkway from Farrington School through the wooded City property to 

Cony Street Extension and Cony High School is also breaking ground this week. Please see City 

Engineer Tyler Pease’s memo on that. 

In addition, speaking of walkways, the Mayor and Councilor Judkins have both asked me to 

place an item on this week’s agenda to discuss construction of a sidewalk on Cony Road between 

the New England Road and the Piggery Road (site of the tragic pedestrian fatalities last week). 

I’ve done that and also asked DPW Director Lesley Jones and City Engineer Tyler Pease to 

examine what that infrastructure might look like and be prepared to discuss it Thursday evening.  
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The Augusta Downtown Alliance has proposed another staircase artwork project for aesthetic 

enhancement in the Water Street vicinity and has asked for an opportunity to discuss it with you 

and that item is on the Council agenda also. 

 

In this package as well, Matt Nazar has provided you with several schematics for discussion 

about the possible sale of the vacant land off Park Street (behind Queen’s Court off Bangor 

Street) for a proposed housing project. 

 

Planning for a June 15th ground-breaking for the Fuller Field turf field construction has begun. 

Expect more information next week to include invitations to Council, School Board and others.  

 

Finally, an update to me from Lesley Jones on pedestrian safety included the following: 

  

There are a couple of changes that will be happening in the Downtown this summer that we 

wanted to let you know about.  The first one is that we are working with the Bicycle Coalition of 

Maine (BCM), the CAPITAL committee and the Maine Department of Transportation on a 

pedestrian safety demonstration project on Water Street with the end goal of trying to make the 

crosswalks more visible and safer to use.  We have a draft proposal from the BCM and once all 

the particulars have been worked out the temporary enhancements should be installed in the 

early summer.  We are hoping that the enhancements will improve pedestrian safety and also 

eliminate some of the illegal parking that is occurring near the crosswalks.   Tyler will be 

providing a more detailed memo of this project once we get the details worked out. 

 

The second change will be the reduction of four parking spaces at the Water/Winthrop Street 

intersection to improve visibility for motorists trying to enter Water Street from either Winthrop 

Street of the Front Street ramp. One space will be removed from in front of the Federal Building 

(which house the Post Office and other tenants) and the other three spaces are north of this 

intersection with two being removed on the Key Bank side and the one that was originally 

supposed to be removed in front of Otto’s.  This has been discussed by the Traffic Calming 

Committee and with MDOT.  All are in support of eliminating these parking spots to improve 

sight distance at this intersection and bring this intersection closer to complying with the 

requirements of the City’s Technical Standards.  On the plus side, we are going to be adding one 

parking space back on the other end of the street near the Downtown Diner.  Originally, it was 

removed but having watched traffic patterns since Water Street was changed to two-way traffic, 

MDOT has indicated that this space can be put back.   

 

C: Legislative Delegation 

 Department and Bureau Directors 
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To:     Bill Bridgeo, City Manager 
Re:     Skate Park Phase III 
From: Earl Kingsbury, Interim Director of Community Services 
Date:  May 24, 2021 
 
 
 
I am pleased to say that we now have a fully executed contract for Phase III of the Skate Park between 
the City of Augusta and American Ramp Company. Myself, Bruce Chase, and Tobias Parkhurst will 
have a conference call or a Zoom meeting sometime this week with Alec Beldon (American Ramp) to 
discuss a timeline and construction schedule. American Ramp is also contracted to build a skate park in 
Bangor that we anticipate will begin early June and once completed will shift to Augusta to begin Phase 
III, I will know more after our meeting this week.  
 
Once the project has begun Bruce Chase and Tobias Parkhurst will check in daily with the construction 
crew with Tobias as the acting general contractor. We will also enlist the services of our city engineer, 
Tyler Pease, with any questions or concerns regarding the engineering aspect of the project. 
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MEMO 
 
Date:  May 24, 2021 
To: Bill Bridgeo, City Manager 
From: Tyler Pease, City Engineer 
RE: Cony-Farrington Trail Project Update 
 
 
I wanted to provide another update on the Cony-Farrington Trail project. The award for the 
construction of the project has gone to C.H. Stevenson (CHS) of Wayne, ME, and Kleinfelder 
will be providing construction administration and oversight services for the City. 
 
CHS’s subcontractor will be onsite in the middle of this week to take down the trees, which must 
be done by the end of May due to schedule restrictions relating to the long-eared bat. After the 
trees are down, there may be some work removing the trees and small tasks until CHS’s crew 
arrives full time around mid-June. The project is scheduled to be completed by the end of 
August.  
 
I have spoken with the project manager at CHS and we feel that it is safe to keep the existing 
path open through most of the construction as the new path will be away from the existing path. 
There will be intermittent closures when the work is near the ends of the new path, and signs 
warning of construction will be placed when construction activities are taking place.  
 
Public Works will be posting a construction notice to social media sites. Please contact me if 
you have any questions or would like any other information about this project. 
 
 
Cc: James Anastasio, ASD 
 Jon Stonier, ASD 
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CONY-FARRINGTON MULTI-USE PATH 

PIERCE DRIVE SIDEWALK 
CONSTRUCTION UPDATE 

MAY 24, 2021 
 

Construction of the multi-use path in between the Farrington Elementary School and Cony 
Street will be starting during the week of May 24, 2021. The approximate alignment of the new 
path is shown by the red line below, and there will also be new sidewalk constructed along 
Pierce Drive. The work will be intermittent through mid-June until the contractor is on-site full 
time. The work is scheduled to be completed by the end of August.  
 
Most of the work will be away from the existing path, however there will times that the path will 
need to be closed for construction near either end of the path. If you are using the trail, please 
use caution around any construction vehicles or activities.  
 
Please contact Tyler Pease, City Engineer, at tyler.pease@augustamaine.gov or 207-626-2435 
with any questions or concerns. Thank you for your patience as we complete this project.  
 
 

 

FARRINGTON SCHOOL 
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